
Report of the 2012 OLA Task Force on Access to Legal Information

We strongly support equitable access to legal information throughout Oregon. The current structure of county law libraries leaves many Oregonians underserved, particularly outside of the I-5 corridor.  Funding needs to be dedicated to fund access to legal information and the expertise to navigate it.
We met three times in person from October 31, 2012 through November 26, 2012 with an additional virtual meeting on January 14, 2013.  Documents used and produced by the Task Force are available on the OLA web site. A sub-group drafted recommendations.  Throughout, we considered a variety of models, including a regional approach to law libraries and library services.  Time constraints limited our discussions, however we studied concerns, challenges and ideas for new legal information access models.  We agreed that county law library services should build on the following concepts:

· Provide a mechanism and funding for consolidated purchasing as a means to reduce collection expenses and expand access.
· Provide options for counties that allow for maintenance of adequate, existing county law libraries.

· Establish an alternative service through the State Law Library for those counties without an adequate county law library.

· Collaborate with interested and affected parties including the Oregon State Bar, family law centers, and county administrators. 
· Allow or create access locations other than county courthouses.

· Dedicate funding to legal information and law libraries.
· Provide a transition from the existing system to a new approach.

We had hoped to develop draft legislation that would have outlined a new approach to implementing the above concepts.  In lieu of that, we recommend monitoring the progress of HB 5016 that appropriates continued funding for county law libraries using the current funding model.  We suggest that the following elements could be discussed during hearings on the bill:
1. A percentage of the appropriation be dedicated to secure statewide access to appropriate and relevant electronic legal resources.
The State of Oregon Law Library could negotiate, purchase and manage the licenses for all county law libraries.  These databases could be accessible by the public in all county law libraries and in other locations designated by the State Law Library. The State Law Library would regularly collect feedback on usage and needs, and adjust licenses and resources appropriately.  When appropriate, the State Law Library would consult with the State Library concerning digital resources of mutual interest.  

2. Allow counties to partner with the Oregon State Law Library in lieu of operating a local county law library and appropriate adequate funds to develop a program that provides library services for the local bar, self-represented litigants, and the general public.  

The State Law Library would provide library services for the local bar, self-represented litigants, and the general public by working with local stakeholders and users to implement improved access to legal resources and expertise to use those resources.  In some instances, the State Law Library could designate a public library, academic institution, or other entity to provide local law library services.  The State Law Library could also provide direct services through virtual means. Funds would be needed for training of local providers, equipment to access electronic resources, basic print collections, personnel and administrative costs.  Funds could also be used for grants for collaborative projects intended to improve access to legal resources and services (digitization of unique collections, shared cataloging of local collections, etc.)

3. Encourage counties providing law library services to operate them at a minimum of 20 hours a week with an appropriately trained librarian. 
An adequate county law library should be open 20 hours a week, have access to appropriate materials and be staffed by a trained librarian.  
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